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Collaborators



Certified Nurse-Midwife



Certified Professional-Midwife



Enough of warm, relatable 
images – let’s turn to data!



Presentation will use U.S. birth 
certificate data to primarily examine 
differences in populations served by 

“Certified Nurse-Midwives” and “Other 
Midwives” in the U.S. in home births. 
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Other Midwife Hospital Births and CNM 
Home births, 2003-2015
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Brief aside on Other Midwives and hospital births



7,660

Brief aside on Other 
Midwives and hospital 

births



Leading States with “Other midwife” 
hospital deliveries, 2015. 

Pennsylvania 2,626
Georgia 610
Tennessee 593
Texas 457
Massachusetts 387
Indiana 365
Virginia 324
Michigan 270
Maryland 262
Ohio 246
Washington 200

Colorado 198
California 143
South Carolina 138
Nevada 129
Alaska 125
Kentucky 114
Arizona 76
New Jersey 65
Florida 61
North 
Carolina 59



Maternal Age in Hospital Births Attended by 
CNMs and Other Midwives, U.S. 2015
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Maternal Race/Ethnicity in Hospital Births 
Attended by CNMs and Other Midwives, U.S. 2015
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No clear idea what this represents…curious if audience members do. 



Primary focus of 
this presentation



Attendants at Home Births in the U.S., 2015
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Total Home Births –
38,542*

* Largest total in the industrialized world 



Home Births Attended by CNMs 
and Other Midwives



Proportion of all home Births Attended 
by CNMs, 2003-2015
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Attendant in Home Births by State, U.S., 2015
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Attendant in Freestanding Birth Center  
Births by State, U.S., 2015
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N=18,892 Birth Center Births



So, we can see there are different 
patterns in the settings in which 
CNMs & Other Midwives work. 

Are the women served by CNMs and 
Other Midwives different?



NOTE: This is the subject of an upcoming paper 
and so this material won’t be available on the 
website until that paper is published (or 
rejected by everyone)



In summary, the populations served 
by CNMs and Other Midwives are 

far more similar than different. 

This leads to the final point



Proportion of State Births Attended by 
CNMs and Other Midwives
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Other Midwives & CNMs have far more 
in common than they have differences 

and working together to support 
mothers’ and infants in both home and 

hospitals is far more productive than 
emphasizing differences. 



FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/BirthByTheNumbers

TWITTER: @BirthNumbers

EMAIL: birthbynumbers@gmail.com
Slides that can be shared 
will be posted here

www.birthbythenumbers.org
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